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Assistive technology equipment courtesy of CT Tech Act Project

What is assistive
technology?
Assistive technology (AT) is
anything that helps a child to
perform a skill or participate in
an activity. For example, AT can
be anything from a simple device
such as a wristwatch with larger
numbers to something more

complex such as a computer
with specialized software.

According to the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), an assistive technology
device is any item, piece of
equipment, or product system,
whether acquired commercially
off the shelf, modified, or
customized, that is used to
increase, maintain, or improve
the functional capabilities of
children with disabilities.



How can assistive technology
help my child?

Assistive technology can help children with
disabilities be independent within their limitations
and participate in social, academic, community, and
vocational activities. AT can assist in the areas of:

* independent living such as:
* cating
e dressing
e recreation and leisure
e home living (cooking, cleaning, etc.)
communication
mobility
vision and hearing
reading and writing
mathematics

computer access 3
recreational activities
vocational activities /




he school district if the d1str1ct purchases it. If third-

party fundin '
~ or Medicaid, e 1p p mg ore than 50 percent

of the purchase prlce of the device, then the device

belongs to the family and must be used by only that
child in school.
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My child uses assistive technology in school.
Can she also use it at home?
A child should have the opportunity to use the same
assistive technology at home that she uses in school.
For example, when a student is completing homework
assignments, assistive technology may be necessary to
produce the expected results. Some school districts
have policies that allow the devices to go home with
the student overnight, weekends, or during holidays
and vacations. In general, these kinds of policies are a
local matter and may be determined according to local
district needs. If, however, a student’s individualized
education program (IEP) includes a provision that says
the student is to have access to an assistive device both
in school and at home, then the school district would
be obligated to allow the student to take a device home

or provide two devices: one for home use and one for
use in school.




appens to the assistive technolog

hild exits the Birth to Three

(e.g., elementary to middle or middle to secondary),
or we move from one district to another?

When a child exits B-3, assistive technology equipment
owned by B-3 and used by that child may transition
with him or her so that the child can continue to use
the device at home, in school, or in the community as
needed and appropriate. Children may keep devices
purchased and owned by B-3 as long as the device is
needed, but B-3 will no longer assume responsibility
for repair or maintenance. Families whose children
over the age of 3 continue to use AT devices owned
by B-3 will periodically be contacted to see whether
the device is still in use. Devices no longer needed are
picked up, refurbished, and recycled by B-3 for use by
other children.

A device provided by the district may not follow the
child when he or she moves from one level of school
to another or from one district to another. If an
assistive device is necessary to fulfill the requirements
of a student’s IEP, however, such a device must be
provided, and at whatever school the student attends.
The child may be given a comparable device that
fulfills the IEP requirements in the new school.

or moves from one level of school to anothe r
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What can I do if the individual family service
plan (IFSP) team or planning and placement
team (PPT) determines, after evaluation, that
my child does not need a specific assistive
technology device, but I, as the parent, believe
he does? Are there any sources of funding
available for this purpose?

Funding for assistive technology is available from a
variety of public and private sources. To receive public
or private funding, parents must meet eligibility
criteria for the specific program and provide sufficient
documentation of the student’s need for assistive
technology.

Some private sources of funding include:
®  private insurance
" Joans
* nonprofit and disability organizations
» foundations

" civic organizations




For Z

Information

er (SERC)
, CT 06457

State Educati
25 Industrial P




